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Interesting Pictures - Aeronautics and Aviation
Published on 14 May 2007

Apollo 11 Lunar Module Pilot Buzz Aldrin's bootprint. Aldrin photographed this bootprint about an
hour into their Lunar Extra-vehicular activity on July 20, 1969 as part of investigations into the
soil mechanics of the lunar surface. This photo shows the undisturbed patch of ground before he
placed his boot there.

OVER THE GULF OF MEXICO -- First Lt. Charles Schuck fires an AIM-7 Sparrow medium range
air-to-air missile from an F-15 Eagle here while supporting a Combat Archer air-to-air weapons
system evaluation program mission. He and other Airmen of the 71st Fighter Squadron deployed
from Langley Air Force Base, Va., to Tyndall AFB, Fla., to support the program. (U.S. Air Force
photo by Master Sgt. Michael Ammons)
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Poetry (from the Greek, poesis—a "making" or "creating") is a form of art in which language is
used for its aesthetic qualities in addition to, or in lieu of, its ostensible meaning.

Poetry has a long history. Early attempts to define it, such as Aristotle's Poetics, focused on the
uses of speech in rhetoric, drama, song and comedy. Later attempts focused on features such as
repetition and rhyme, and emphasised the aesthetics which distinguish poetry from prose.

Poetry often uses particular forms and conventions to expand the literal meaning of the words,
or to invoke emotional or sensual responses. Devices such as assonance, alliteration and
rhythm are sometimes used to achieve musical or incantatory effects. Poetry's use of ambiguity,
symbolism, irony and other stylistic elements of poetic diction often leaves a poem open to multiple
interpretations. Similarly, metaphor and simile create a resonance between otherwise disparate
images—a layering of meanings, forming connections previously not perceived.

Some forms of poetry are specific to particular cultures and genres, responding to the
characteristics of the language in which the poet writes. While readers accustomed to identifying
poetry with Shakespeare, Dante and Goethe may think of poetry as being written in rhyming lines
and regular meter, there are other traditions, such as those of Du Fu and Beowulf, which use
other approaches to achieve rhythm and euphony. In today's globalized world, poets often borrow
styles, techniques and forms from different cultures and languages.
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Mars, the fourth planet from the Sun, is sometimes known as the Red Planet because of its
reddish appearance as seen from Earth. The planet is named after Mars, the Roman god of war. A
terrestrial planet, Mars has a thin atmosphere and surface features reminiscent both of the impact
craters of the Moon and the volcanoes, valleys, deserts and polar ice caps of Earth. It is the site
of Olympus Mons, the highest known mountain in the solar system, and of Valles Marineris, the
largest canyon. In addition to its geographical features, Mars's rotational period and seasonal
cycles are likewise similar to those of the Earth.

Until the first flyby of Mars by Mariner 4 in 1965, it was speculated that there might be liquid water
on the planet. This was based on observations of periodic variations in light and dark patches,
particularly in the polar latitudes, which looked like seas and continents, while long, dark striations
were interpreted by some observers as irrigation channels for liquid water. These straight line
features were later proven not to exist and were instead explained as optical illusions. Still, of all
the planets in our solar system, Mars is the most likely, other than Earth, to harbor liquid water,
and perhaps life.

Mars is currently host to three functional orbiting spacecraft: Mars Odyssey, Mars Express,
and Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter. This is more than any planet except Earth. The surface is
also home to the two Mars Exploration Rovers (Spirit and Opportunity). Geological evidence
gathered by these and preceding missions suggests that Mars previously had large-scale water
coverage, while observations also indicate that small geyser-like water flows have occurred in
recent years.[3] Observations by NASA's Mars Global Surveyor show evidence that parts of the
southern polar ice cap have been receding.[4]
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